
18–19th J uly 2022 
Graduate Student Summer School Goethe University Frankfurt 
“Innovative Research Designs and Methods in Asian Migration Research: 
Embarking on Fieldwork in the 2020s”   
Research designs, fieldwork techniques, and analytical tools for social science research 
have diversified in recent years. The pandemic was just one, albeit a crucial, turning 
point in considerations over research designs and methodologies. The spread of social 
media and digitalization however is a more long-term process that has urged 
researchers to reassess traditional research designs and add novel methodologies to 
their portfolio. Young scholars new to the research world and conducting a larger 
research project in the early 2020s face starkly different challenges and opportunities 
to those that senior researchers confronted. For example, the usability and reliability of 
new (digital) methods in an increasingly competitive academic world, where time in 
the field, availability of financial resources and even geographical mobility itself can no 
longer be taken for granted on the journey towards the PhD degree. 

Research in migration, mobility and ethnic diversity in Asia adds further complexity to 
the picture of designing a research project and selecting suitable methods: We study 
those who are vulnerable, sometimes illegal, those who are 
discriminated/marginalized and have no voice in their current place of residence but 
also those who work-around-the-clock, who are hypermobile or whose visibility in their 
place of residence demands certain ethical and methodological considerations. 

This workshop aims to bring together these challenges and offers a platform to jointly 
discuss new opportunities and constraints that arise in a rapidly digitalizing, pandemic 
struck world. We invite contributions from early PhD students, and late MA students 
who can demonstrate their plan of pursuing a PhD, who examine methodological 
issues related to migration, mobility and ethnic diversity in Asia. Questions and topics 
addressed can include but are not limited to 

• Considerations of how to deal with (repeatedly) interrupted field work and thus 
fragmentary/insufficient data 

• How to plan and conduct an on/off-research project within a limited budget 
and other issues, like time management and family responsibility 

• Use of mixed-methods research designs and multi-sited research in 
migration/mobility and ethnic diversity studies 

• Use of digital tools for participant recruitment, data collection, tracking spatial 
movements, or as an opportunity to develop novel research questions 

• Discussion on ethical and methodological issues in fieldwork (in Asia) 
The workshop would include student presentations and roundtable discussions. In 
addition, the organizers of this workshop (interdisciplinary migration scholars and 



trained in various methods themselves), will share hands-on research practices, 
discuss the pros and cons of traditional (publishing in journals) and creative (blogs, 
YouTube videos, etc.) ways to disseminate research outcomes and stimulate 
innovative ideas for building a young scholar’s career. 

Application 
The workshop will be conducted on 18–19 J uly 2022 at Goethe University Frankfurt. We 
welcome submissions from across migration, mobility and ethnic diversity research on 
Asia which are methodologically oriented in the social sciences. Please submit your 
short bio (100–150 words) and abstract (250–300 words), which discusses your 
(potential) research design or preliminary findings of your research. Once your abstract 
is accepted, please submit a short paper (1500–3000 words) describing your 
methodological concerns or fieldwork challenges. 

• Deadline abstracts and short bios: 15 April 2022 
• Notification of acceptance: 30 April 2022 
• Deadline for papers: 15 J une 2022 

Please send your application to the following e-mail address: quamafa@gmail.com 

This workshop will be in-presence style, but depending on the situations of travel 
restrictions, it may be switched to online. Costs for transportation and accommodation 
during the workshop are fully covered by the organizer of the workshop. Please enclose 
a calculation of your estimated costs with your application. 

For further questions, feel free to contact the conveners via the following email: 
quamafa@gmail.com 

Conveners 
• Dr. Ruth Achenbach (Goethe University Frankfurt) 
• Dr. J oohyun J ustine Park (Goethe University Frankfurt) 
• Dr. Helena Hof (Max-Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic 

Diversity) 
• Dr. Aimi Muranaka (University of Duisburg-Essen) 
• Dr. Megha Wadhwa (Free University of Berlin) 

This summer school is part of the project ‘Qualification and Skill in the Migration 
Process of Foreign Workers in Asia’ funded by the German Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (BMBF), organized at the Interdisciplinary Centre for East 
Asian Studies (IZO), Goethe University Frankfurt. 

 


